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1.
PRESENTATION OF THE LANDSCAPING PLANS TO ZEMA OFFICE:
The required format required by ZEMA to be shown on your Landscaping Plans is as follows:

· All plans to be presented folded (not rolled);

· In an A4 punched plastic pocket cover;

· At the bottom right-hand corner (i.e. which will be uppermost in the plastic cover) we need to see the following:-

Your own details:-

· Your Company name;

· Your own name;

· Your Telephone contact numbers (land and cell);

· Your fax number;

· Your email address.

 

The Site details:-

· Lot No. (incl. portion/unit No. if applicable) - of the Plan enclosed;

· Name of the Owner of that Lot.

· Physical address of that Lot.

· All Plans must show the list of the plants that are proposed for the site.
· A Key, showing the positioning of where these plants are on the plan.
· Date that your plan was drawn up.
· The architect’s details.

· Signature of owner and architect.

· Block for ZEMA authorization signature.

The landscaping plan that you submit must reflect the following landscaping items:

· Stormwater control and berms

· Contours of the site must be shown on the plan

· Footprint and building line must be shown on the plan

· Planting densities of trees, shrubs & ground covers per individual residential site. A minimum of one tree/20m2, one shrub/2m2, 15 groundcover plugs/m2 on steep banks with a slope greater than 20 degrees, 8 groundcover plugs/m2 on steep banks with a slope of less than 20 degrees.

· Compost rates are 2kg/m2 this rate will be calculated and shown in square metres by the architect on the site plan so that the landscape contractor can then order the required compost for the site.

· A 3 month mandatory post installation garden maintenance period this must be submitted in writing to the ZEMA office by the landscape contractor.

· Over and above the owner’s or landscaper’s choice of plant material the ZEMA requires that the landscape contractor provides a list of plants on plan that will be planted in the garden of at least 5 individual specimens of 45 palatable plant species for feeding the fauna for each residential site. PUD sites will require 60 palatable plant species to be planted over the whole development. These plants will be chosen from the list of plants provided to the landscape contractors by ZEMA these plants can be used in the garden planting or the non-user servitude rehabilitation planting.

· Landscape contractors must understand that ZEMA will audit gardens on completion and ZEMA will not sign off on the garden until any exotic plants used in the plantings are removed from the garden.

NOTE:
Submission drawings will only be approved and released on condition that the landscaping plan has been submitted and approved.

2.
POLICY ON DRYSTACK WALLING

· Foundation wall is not to go beyond Footprint line.
· Walls not to exceed 2 metres in height, thereafter set back 1 metre.
· Recommend/require Open-bottomed dry-stack (Terraforce) walling to be used, creating a full column of soil.
· 500 grams of 2:3:2(22) Fertiliser per cubic metre of soil. For every 3 units (wheelbarrows) of soil back-filled. A minimum of one unit to be Compost. i.e. at least one third is compost.
· Planting to soften hard lines when garden is installed is done. The plants to be used are on our recommended list. Planting must be done on these banks as soon as is practically possible.
Subject to using certain plants for shade areas Dicliptera heterostegia, Dietes iridioides, Dietes grandiflora, Microsorium scolopendrium, Nephrolepis biserrata, Phaulopsis imbricata and Stenochlaena tenuifolia. 

Aptenia cordifolia will do in shade but does lose vigour in about 6 to 12 months. Better in sun.

Shrubs like Dracaena aletriformis and Duvernoia adhatodoides will work if you need a screen or physical barrier at the top of a bank.

Subject to using certain plants for sunny areas Aptenia cordifolia, Asystasia gangetica Barleria obtusa, Barleria obtusa x repens, Barleria repens, Carpobrotus dimidiata, Justicia betonica, Peristrophe cernua and Phaulopsis imbricata. 

Shrubs that will work are Bauhinia tomentosa, Chrysanthemoides monilifera, Deinbollia oblongifolia, Ficus burtt-davyi, Plumbago auriculata, Tecoma capensis and Tetradenia riparia.

Angle of Repose:

· Maximum of 70 degrees (preferred between 50-60, to give wider planting space).

· On Plan, a curved wave - a shallow depression, undulating, following natural contour.

· Where possible rather use the natural slope with contour plantings to hold the soil.

Mixed Materials:

· ZEMA recommends that architects/builders only use one type of walling materials.

· Gabions may be used, with dry stack walling, under special conditions.

· We encourage natural angles of repose, and discourage flat, wide, terraced entertainment areas.

· The change between the flat area and the sloping area should be done in such a way that these areas blend and merge together without causing any soil erosion problems due to stormwater.

· Eliminate retaining (to avoid requests for hand-rails & fences).

· A retaining system which you are going to plant, plus one other as a retaining structure which can be seen (usually stone).
3.
SOME HINTS ON RE-ESTABLISHING PLANT MATERIAL ON EXPOSED BANKS AND VERGES 

Zimbali Coastal Resort is situated on a sandy wind blown dune.  Residents and developers must understand that to remove vegetation during any phase of construction is going to have a cost implication when it comes to re-vegetating these exposed areas.

In most cases the natural vegetation will colonise the disturbed area but to speed up this process it is advisable to replant with plants that occur on site. 

Firstly to keep the site looking the same after the construction as it did before development. 

Secondly reason to use naturally occurring species of plants is to ensure that the insects and other forms of life that depend on these plants still have their host or food plants available to them once the wave of development has passed over the area. It was, after all, the forested atmosphere that enticed you to purchase your plot here in the first place. 

Zimbali has a huge variety of naturally occurring groundcovers. These plants provide food and shelter for browsing species of antelope like the Bushbuck and Blue Duiker. As the Estate becomes more developed the large natural spaces used for feeding will diminish forcing these animals to browse along road verges and your gardens.

Attached for your information are lists of a whole range of plants that are suited to the many differing “individual plot” conditions that can be found at Zimbali.

The problematic places are steep banks and shady areas.  A few pointers to assist you:

· Seek professional help and ask the Zimbali Management Team for guidance.

· The rule of thumb is to establish a plant cover as soon as possible.

· Add good compost and in quantity to the soil before planting about 1 cubic metre of compost to around 10 square metres is a good rule of thumb. 

· Do not remove all the dead or decaying leaves, use these to mulch the soil and help retain much needed moisture. Also in the leaves are all the micro fauna and flora that will re colonise the disturbed soil.

· When it is too shady for plant growth then use the natural leaf litter that accumulates on the forest floor as mulch.  The earthworms, pill millipedes and local Bush Squeaker Frogs will form queues to live on your property.

· Keep the newly planted plants well watered till they have produced new growth.

· Remember that the best time for planting and establishing plants is from late August through to about mid-March.  It doesn’t mean to say that you cannot plant in the in between time, this time is our cooler, drier period and plants will not grow as vigorously as they do in the summer months.

· One plant that will give you rapid growth and cover is the Creeping Foxglove (Asystasia gangetica), it can take full sun and shade.

· The best lawn grass for the area is Berea Grass (Dactyloctenium australe) this grass prefers sun but will tolerate partial shade but no traffic over it, in the shade. These two will take exposed windy conditions.

· It must be remembered that plants growing in shade cannot take trampling, so use two creeping species for banks like Dicliptera heterostegia and Droguetia iners for groundcovers.

5.
GAME MANAGEMENT
One of the main reasons that owners invest in Zimbali is because of the ambience offered by living in a unique tranquil natural environment such as ours.  The Environmental Committee is committed to ensuring that this ambience is maintained and enhanced in whatever way possible.
One of the immediate problems that we are facing is the creation of a game management plan and the sustaining of our bushbuck population during and after the construction phase.  In this respect, the following statistics may be of interest to our readers.

The property East of the M4 comprises some 200 hectares of land.  It is estimated that only 30% of this will be available to feed our bushbuck once construction is complete.  One pair of bushbuck requires in the region of 4 hectares of natural bush to feed, breed and live.  Simple mathematics indicates that we will therefore be able to sustain only 15 pairs (30animals) in the future.  Today we have over one hundred bushbuck on the estate.  The problem is very clear.

We must never forget that where we have built our homes is where the bushbuck once had theirs.  They had no defence against our destruction of their homes and they are now forced to survive as best they can in an “un-friendly” world.  We have decreased their natural habitat and depleted their food supply.  The least we can do is to understand their dilemma in order to redress the wrong we have done them.
We do not think that only resident is going to support a significant reduction in the numbers of these beautiful creatures and it is therefore vital that every available spare space on the estate is returned to its original natural state and planted with food suitable to sustain the breed and the volumes.  We must not continue the destruction and demolition we have started.

Your committee will be addressing this issue over the next few months’ in common public areas, but it is critical that owners and residents play heir part by ensuring that similar planting programs take place in their own private properties to support this endeavor.  Yes, the bucks do demolish our gardens, but let us have sympathy for the reasons why.  Creating ‘municipal park-like gardens’ with plants not suitable for the bushbuck will guarantee their demise.  Lists of suitable food plants are available from the ZEMA office or from your Environmental Committee.
We appeal to every single owner to support this program and any ideas will be very welcome – your contribution is vital.  If we do not act now, then the volumes will have to be reduced over the time to the detriment of our living environment.  Alternatively we will be forced remove animals to other sites in order to maintain the equilibrium on the estate.  Remember, only we can solve this dilemma.  Consider our motto:

“Our quality of life will depend on the ability of mankind to live in harmony with nature”

The Environmental Committee






